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2025 WDAA World Show Newsletter

Dear Friends:

Upon my recent return from the WDAA World Championship Show I think back to the week I spent there and
believe that if there had been a theme at the show this year, it would have been “Sharing the Joy of Western

Dressage”.
 

As I reflect on the WDAA World Show, I must congratulate the Lazy E staff, WDAA staff and volunteers as well

as the exhibitors and their supporters on a wonderful show.
 

Visiting the barn area to welcome riders to the show is one of my favorite things to do at the WDAA World
Show.  I love to see the faces who come every year and meet the first timers.  I get to hear about challenges and

successes riders have had throughout the year and share information about everything from what tack is
allowed to what new rules could be proposed for Western Dressage. 

 

Sometimes, I get happy surprises like this year when I saw the young lady, Josephine and her pony at their first
World Show after meeting them at a clinic in Kentucky last Spring. 

 
Much construction was either completed or underway at Lazy E this year. The people stabled in the new barns

were thrilled with the new digs.  All of us are excited about the new conference center which will be completed
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before our 2026 show because we will have a beautiful new space for the ever-growing WDAA Horse  Lifetime

Points and Achievements Program  Awards dinner as well as for our show awards party.
 

As always, it is a joy to see equines of every breed and so many rescue horses working in  harmony with their
riders.  My favorite reason for Western Dressage is that it promotes horse welfare and provides every rider and

every horse a way to learn and grow together.

 
Enjoy the Journey,

Cindy Butler, Your President
Western Dressage Association of America

The 2025 WDAA World Championship Show was
one to remember. From inspiring rides and creative

freestyles to emotional victories and lasting
friendships, this year’s show truly showcased the

heart of Western Dressage. Congratulations to

every rider, horse, and team who made it to the
World Show and gave it their all in the arena. Thank

you for sharing our 15th anniversary with us!

Check out our Social Media Coverage of the WDAA World Show



https://www.facebook.com/share/r/14RbL1iBPds/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/14RbL1iBPds/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/14KN59rUQSL/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/14KN59rUQSL/


Congratulations to our 2025 WDAA World Show Overall High Score

winners!

A huge congratulations to our overall champions
and reserve champions! Our overall champions

received a full Pivo set including a Pivo Pod,
tripod, travel case, and smart mount—generously

donated by our partner Pivo. Our reserve

champions were awarded a large bag of horse
treats donated by Standlee Forage Company.

A big thank-you to both sponsors for supporting
our riders and helping us celebrate their

accomplishments!

 
 

Amateur Overall
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Champion: GRACEANNE WINEGUARD

Reserve Champion: KATHRYN STEDHAM
 

Junior Overall 
Champion: TESSA CALDWELL

Reserve Champion: SAGE SMITH

 
Open Overall

Champion: GIA LONG
Reserve Champion: WHITNEY HAUGEN

 

Exceptional Rider Overall
Champion: CAROLINE VANCE

Reserve Champion: CANDACE CARLSON
 

Gaited Horse Overall

Champion: SARAH KEENAN
Reserve Champion: JESSICA MAST

WDAA Harmony Award sponsored by Skyline
Vaquero
 
Congratulations to Caroline Vance, winner of the

Harmony Award at the WDAA World Championship

Show! Caroline became eligible for the Harmony
Award drawing after scoring at least an 8.0 in harmony

at the 2025 International Challenge. She then scored at
least 8.0 at the World Show and was entered into a

randomized drawing.

 
The harmony award consisted of a custom-made 2025

Harmony Award Winner Silver Buckle, generously
donated by Skyline Vaquero Silversmiths, the official

buckle sponsor of the Western Dressage Association of

America.

World Show Official Photographer and Videographer

https://skylinevaquero.com/


Each year, Vince LeMaster Photography captures the

unforgettable moments that make the WDAA World
Championship Show so special — from the first salute

to the last.
 

Our official photographer attends the show solely

through the support of exhibitors who purchase
photos. Without those purchases, future coverage of

the World Show would not be possible.
 

Let’s show our appreciation and help ensure that

these memories continue to be captured for years to
come — support Vince by purchasing your World

Show photos today!

Purchase Your Photos!

Total Horse Channel is your go-to source for WDAA World

Championship Show video coverage. Catch replays of your favorite rides,
relive special moments, or order professional videos from the show.

View or Order Your Videos!

Scholarships / Awards

Lynn Palm Future Star Awards

The Dressage Foundation was pleased to present the

Lynn Palm Future Star Awards at the Western
Dressage Association of America (WDAA)

Championship Show. These $500 awards were for the
highest-scoring junior rider (with a score of 65

percent or higher) in the Intro, Basic, Level 1, Level 2,

and Level 3 classes. The Lynn Palm Future Star
Award’s goal is to enable promising youth riders to

continue their Western dressage training and
education.

 

These Awards are presented through TDF’s Western
Dressage Fund, which was established by Lynn Palm in

2019 to give back to the sport she loves. TDF’s
Western Dressage Fund also provides grants to

amateur, youth, and professional riders who need

financial support for training, and to groups that are
hosting Western Dressage educational events.
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Lynn Palm Future Star Awards Recipients:

 
- Intro: Matilda Scott & Lexi - 74.75%

- Basic: Tessa Caldwell & RQT Traditions By Design -
77.5%

- Level 1:  Sage Smith & RHRGC Crickets Song -

74.19%
- Level   2: Sage Smith & Bandera Tiger Moth -

70.833%

WDAA Horse Lifetime Points and Awards

The Lifetime Points Program continues to drive growth across WDAA! This year, we launched the WDAA
Results System, giving members direct access to official show results for all active horses. We also introduced

the Year-End High Point Program (YEHP) — a free member benefit that already has over 800 enrolled horses in

its first year. Each month, several of these horses upgrade into the Lifetime Program, showing how our
recognition programs are working together to keep riders engaged and inspired.

In this awards cycle, 203 achievements were earned by 143 horses, representing 46 different breeds from
across the country. The program continues to grow, and with that growth come improvements designed to

better serve our members and celebrate equine accomplishments.

Awards shipping is now underway, and we expect all remaining awards to be completed and shipped by next

week.

We’re proud of the dedication and community that make WHLPAP a success — thank you to all the owners,
exhibitors, and supporters who make Western Dressage such a rewarding journey.

https://wdaapoints.org/whlpap-overview/
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The Super Horse Award
The debut of the WDAA Super Horse Award honors the ultimate equine achievement in Western Dressage -
consistency, excellence, and dedication across an entire career.

To earn the WDAA Super Horse title, a horse must:

Earn 1,500 WHLPAP points

Submit at least 10 tests from Level 5 or higher

Score at least 65% on all 10 tests (five of these must be from Test 3 or Test 4 at Level 5 or higher)
Be enrolled and active in WHLPAP for a minimum of 5 years

Horses achieving this prestigious title will be honored with the WDAA Super Horse Bronze Bust.
It is our great honor to present the very first WDAA Super Horse Award to Joann Williams and her remarkable

partner, Gallod Ffantastic—known affectionately as ‘Worf'.

 
Worf’s journey has been nothing short of extraordinary. From his early days as a standout Welsh Cob, winning

in-hand championships, to excelling in dressage against warmbloods, and ultimately finding his true calling in
Western Dressage—this horse has done it all. Together, Joann and Worf have claimed multiple division

championships at the WDAA World Championship Show, earned scores in the 80s, and captured the admiration

of judges and fellow competitors alike.
 

Please join me in congratulating Joann Williams and Gallod Ffantastic, our very first WDAA Super Horse. Check
out the full article here! 
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WDAA Year-End High Point Program
(YEHP) Update

The Year-End High Point Leaderboards are heating

up! Standings are actively changing, especially

following the WDAA World Championship Show. As
the 2025 show season winds down, there’s still time to

earn a few more points and make those final
leaderboard moves.

Be sure your show results are submitted and

recognized to keep your points current — every test
and rail class can make a difference as we head into

the final stretch of the season!

 View the latest leaderboards

at wdaapoints.org/yehp-leaderboards

Official Show Results
Checking on official show results for WDAA Points?
Here’s what you need to know about the results process:

 If your show was very recent (within the past few weeks), results may still be under review and

processing.
Show management must submit official results to WDAA within 14 days of the competition date.

After receipt, results are reviewed by WDAA’s Show Recognition and Points Programs teams to ensure
compliance with WDAA recognition standards and program rules.

Adjustments may be made to align with WDAA guidelines, which can result in differences from results
reported by other organizations.

Results are typically finalized and posted to the WDAA Points website within 2–4 weeks after receipt

and review.

A HUGE Thank you to our 2025 WDAA World Show Sponsors!

Click here for a full list of all Sponsors!

Founders Freestyle Fiesta
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We extend our heartfelt thanks to Nick DiBella for generously sponsoring the Founders Freestyle Fiesta in

celebration of Ellen DiBella, founder of the Western Dressage Association of America. Nick’s support helped
make this special celebration possible, honoring Ellen’s vision and lasting impact on the WDAA community.

 

This special event coincided with the State Affiliate Silent Auction, which raised $2234.62 with over 32
items/baskets, helping support WDAA affiliate programs and initiatives.

Warning from USEF - New World Screwworm Approaching U.S. Border!
US Equestrian has issued an important warning about the northward spread of the New World Screwworm, a

dangerous parasite that poses a serious threat to horses and livestock. All horse owners and equine

professionals are urged to stay informed and take preventive measures.
 

Read the full press release from US Equestrian: New World Screwworm Moves Closer to U.S.

NEW USEF GUIDELINES FOR DECEMBER 1, 2025!

 

Beginning December 1, 2025, all horses competing in USEF-licensed or endorsed competitions must be
microchipped with a 15-digit ISO 11784/11785 compliant microchip. Microchipping ensures accurate

identification, improves equine safety, and supports effective biosecurity measures at competitions. Riders and
owners should verify that their horse’s microchip information is recorded in their USEF Member Dashboard

before the start of the 2025–2026 competition year. To learn more about the process, requirements, and

benefits of microchipping, visit usef.org/microchipping.

https://www.usef.org/media/press-releases/alert-as-screwworm-moves-closer-to-united
https://www.usef.org/compete/resources-forms/competition-management/competition-safety-biosecurity/microchipping?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Don't forget! Help support WDAA and our Mission

 

It is time to renew your Stronger Together membership, if you participate
in the program for 5 years you will receive a very special gift! You can also

join this very esteemed group of WDAA members by visiting this link and
completing the tasks https://wdaa.memberclicks.net/stronger-together 

 

Thanks go to the following Stronger Together members for always being
in front of the pack supporting WDAA, its mission and the World Show:

Candace A Carlson
Cindy Butler

Amanda Kopak

Mark Hiser
Deborah Hausman

Shannean Fields
Madeline Erce

Holly Clanahan

RIley Whittaker
Alison MacDonald

Joanne Coy

WDAA Test Revisions to Date
 

Level 1 Freestyle: 4/5/2022 Total points correction on cover page
only.

Level 2 Test 2: 3/30/2022 Movement 15 clarification that the
collect jog begins at V. Changed sidepass from 4 steps to 4 strides.

https://wdaa.memberclicks.net/stronger-together


Level 2 Test 2: 5/23/2022 Changed sidepass from # of strides to go

to the first quarter line.
Level 2 Test 4: 2/15/2022 Changed sidepass from 4 steps to 4

strides.
Level 2 Test 4: 5/23/2022 Changed sidepass from # of strides to go

to the first quarter line.

Level 2 Freestyle: 1/7/2022 Movement 10 has had the verbiage
"through the jog" removed.  And now states only "Simple change of

lead".
Level 3 Freestyle: 4/26/2022Total points correction on cover page

only.

Level 4 Freestyle: 4/26/2022 Added L|R to movements 9 & 10.
 Removed L|R from box 11.  Corrected total points on cover page.

Level 5 Test 1: 12/10/2021 Added "Left Lead" to movement #1 to
clarify the lead to take from the halt.

Level 5 Test 3: 12/10/2021 Added "Left Lead" to movement #1 to

clarify the lead to take from the halt.
2022 Western Dressage Equitation Tests: 11/30/2022 Tests

Retired.
2023 Western Dressage Equitation Tests: 12/1/2022 Added using

the new Walk-Jog, Intermediate, and Advanced categories.
2023 Western Dressage Equitation Patterns: 02/22/2023

Changed the word “test” to “pattern”.

2024 Western Dressage Equitation patterns:
01/18/2024 Movement #4 Lope to Halt movement changed to

“Halt through the Jog.”

Join WDAA or renew
your membership today

so you don't miss out on

exclusive member
benefits!

Join WDAA

WDAA has some very
exciting events, be sure

to check the calendar

regularly so you don't
miss out!

Visit the Calendar

Take advantage of this

free member beneft!
Professional directory to

connect potential clients
with professionals.

Visit the Directory

The LMS is a great way to
learn more about

Western Dressage. Only

available to members.

Visit the LMS
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